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THE END OF SUMMER 
  
Can you believe it?   Summer is almost gone and where 
did the heat go?  I think we all got a good old fashion 
summer tan.   
 
I am glad you had a safe summer, now I pray for a safe 
BRNA Family Day.  I hope you all are coming!  We 
have a South Omaha Clown for our kids and 
he's bringing all sorts of fun for them.  Of course, we 
will have karaoke, rides and food, so tell your 
neighbors and bring your family for the best little 
family event in town! 
  
See You There! 
Virgil, BRNA President   

 

 

 

 

 

BRNA FAMILY DAY  

2010  

 Saturday, Sept. 18th 

 

Welcome All Neighbors and 

Friends! 
 

 
 

Free rides, food, music and fun! 

Come bring your families to 

 

Pulaski Park! 

Noon to 3 P.M. 

Keeping  Keeping  Keeping  Keeping      the the the the     Neighborhood  Neighborhood  Neighborhood  Neighborhood      on  on  on  on      TrackTrackTrackTrack    . . .. . .. . .. . .    
    

 

Next  Meeting: 

September 14th  

6:30 p.m. at St. Stan’s 

Speaker: 
Blanca Ramirez 

US Census Bureau 
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BRNA  NEWS 
Thanks to Family Day 

Contributors For 2010 
BNSF Railroad 

Carpenter Paper 

Councilman Garry  

Darling Int’l 

Design 4 

Hy-Vee 

Lovgren Group 

Nebraska Beef 

Pedersen’s Power 

Quality Meats 

State Farm – Greta Richie 

Tasman 

 
And THANK YOU to  

all BRNA Members  

who help at  

Family Day! 
 

TRAIL  ON . . .  
Approximately 60 concerned citizens showed up at the Kroc Center for a 
meeting on the proposed trail site on D Street. Our very own BRNA 
members, Clark & Judy, lead the effort in this area to hand out information 
about meeting notification on the trail.   Many NRD Representatives 
including our BRNA rep, Tim Fowler, listened as the one hour old show of 
'what a trail is' lasted too long.  This meeting was suppose to last only 1.5 
hours and time was running out.  With too much reviewed information, the 
crowd couldn't keep their hands resting in their laps any longer.  As it was 
during the presentation, hands keep rising with questions bursting out in-
between the slides. With that blurted out, "As BRNA Founder, I want to 
make it clear, we are pro-trail but, has there been a traffic study to see the 
dangerous amount of semi truck traffic, for the community to walk on?  "No, 
we haven't" was the reply.  Then the flow of hands and questions really 
started to roll out from the audience.  Many questions were along the lines of 
safety.  One homeowner said the trail would be butted only 2 feet from her 
father’s bedroom, how safe was that!  One of the last questions I posed was, 
"What's going to be done now that you have seen the negative outpouring of 
neighbors here today.  We don't want this on D street, so what's the next step 
and will you take this back to the NRD board or do we all have to show up to 
your NRD monthly meeting?"   Since then, BRNA President Virgil has been 
keeping up with the NRD's John Winkler, here's his last response. 
  
Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 4:01 PM 
Hi Virgil:  
The NRD, City of Omaha and Big Muddy met to discuss possible trail 
route alternatives.  As a result of this meeting we will be exploring 
alternate routes that go to the north of the industrial buildings as well 
as other design modifications which hopefully will alleviate the 
neighborhood's concerns with the current proposed trail location.  I 
may enlist your assistance in speaking to the Industrial land owners, 
as well as, the Union Pacific Railroad. Hope all is well and thank you.  
Best Regards,  John Winkler  jwinkler@papionrd.org 
 
So, at this point we have succeeded and the NRD has changed their location, 
we just don't know where at this point.  We'll keep you appraised. 
Rebecca  
 

ATTENTION MEMBERS! 
 

November voting is rolling around, in the US, Nebraska, Omaha and BRNA!  
Will YOU be the next President, Treasurer or Board Members?  This is what 

America is made of.   So think about it and put your name on the line!   
Ask our Secretary for a form, if you are interested! 
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CHEMICAL LEAK IN BRNA 
 On the 17th of August, I sent a letter out to all elected officials.  A Hydrochloric Acid release of 2000lbs was 
release into our sewers in April.  XL 4 Star Beef Plant at 3435 Gomez Ave, didn't even have the decency to inform 
the public, by calling 911/Hazmat or the LEPC.  They just simply washed it down the sewers and blew the cloud 
out from their building with a fan for over two hours.  They admitted to only 370lbs of HCL. 
  
Now, to all our readers, I through BRNA have been a lookout for the community for the past 6 years.  I and other 
BRNA members have attended many meetings currently and in the past.  Meetings such as the South Omaha 
Environmental Task Force, the Local Emergency Planning Committee, Community Lead Sites in Omaha, The 
Combined Sewer Overflow and SONA.  Many of us act on different issues that affect our boundaries including the 
whole South Omaha area, such as Gangs & Graffiti issues. We are very informed when it comes to keeping our area 
safe.   
  
But as a BRNA representative I wonder as I sit on these boards with business, industry and elected officials, if 
they are as concerned for us and our community as we are.  The XL4 Star Beef Plant (the old Tyson Plant) seemed 
not to be concerned for our health and safety in the neighborhood or they would have called 911 to help.  I think 
they were more concerned about making money and keeping their record clean, then keeping their employees and 
 the community safe and free from harm.  
  
At this point there are many investigations going and all are keeping me appraised of the ongoing investigations.  I 
will keep you informed as I get information.  But until then I need your help. 
  
I may never know how many people this affected unless they start calling.  So, if anyone experienced chemical 

odors inside your house and have been experiencing side effects since then, go see your doctor.  Then call me 
to let me know.  If you called 911 in the past year for odors in or outside your home call me.  You may have seen 
the signs posted all around BRNA about odors.  So, if you called the odor number 444-4919 in the last year, call 
me.   
  
Yes, we have always had odors in the past, we live in South Omaha, the meat packing capitol of Nebraska.  But, 
because we do we have many chemicals that those packing facilities have in their buildings.  There are a huge list of 
odors that go on in our area, so if you called for odors other then chemicals, call me.  I just need to know if you have 
been affected by any odor. 
  
Unless I have a response from you, I cannot act on your behalf in these meeting.  The more informed you are about 
what takes place in our community, the safer all will be.  But we must all take responsibility to act on behalf of you, 
your family and the neighbors around you. 
  
For the Kids & Community 
Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 
BRNA Founder 

 

Odors and Street Problems: 

Call:   444-4919 

On September 25, 2010 the Federal Drug Enforcement Administration 
is coordinating a national drug-take back day in an attempt to reduce 
the number of potentially dangerous controlled substances in homes. 

These include old prescription drugs. 
Nearest location to BRNA: 

DOUGLAS COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE CENTER MALL  
SUNDAY SEPT 26TH 12:00 P.M.-2:00 P.M.  

42ND & CENTER STREET 
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INFORMATION 

SAFELY CAN FOODS TO AVOID BOTULISM 
By Julie Albrecht, UNL Extension Food Specialist 

 

        As Nebraskans begin to pick vegetables from their 
home gardens, many of them will decide to can their extra 
produce. While this is an excellent way to preserve food 
for future use, following instructions and taking certain 

precautions are important to guarantee proper produce preservation and 
to prevent illness. 
         Clostridium botulinum is a bacterium that has a spore that exists in 
the soil. In the absence of oxygen, like in jars containing canned foods, 
these spores will change to live cells and multiply rapidly. These 
bacteria release a toxin which causes botulism, a deadly form of food 
poisoning. Signs of botulism usually appear 12 to 36 hours after eating 
contaminated food. Botulism causes impaired vision, slurred speech, 
muscle weakness and paralysis that can result in death. 
      Clostridium botulinum cannot grow in acidic environments, so 
acidic foods, such as fruits, are safe from this form  of contamination. 
However, meat, vegetables and other low-acidity foods must be canned 
properly to kill the bacteria. 
        If someone has never canned before and has the freezer space, 
freezing food is recommended over canning because it prevents 
Clostridium botulinum from growing. For long-term preservation, store 
frozen foods in a stand-alone freezer with a temperature below 0 
degrees Fahrenheit. Do not freeze food in regular refrigerator-freezers. 
These units are meant for short-term storage and may not prevent frost 
buildup on food. 
 

SCHOOL  BUS  SAFETY FOR 

DRIVERS! 

• When backing out of a driveway or 
leaving a garage, watch out for 
children walking or bicycling to 
school. 

• When driving in neighborhoods 
with school zones, watch out for 
young people who may be thinking 
about getting to school, but may not 
be thinking of getting there safely. 

• Slow down. Watch for children 
walking in the street, especially if 
there are no sidewalks in 
neighborhood. 

• Slow down. Watch for children 
playing and congregating near bus 
stops. 

• Be alert. Children arriving late for 
the bus may dart into the street 
without looking for traffic. 

• Learn and obey the school bus laws 
in your state. Learn the "flashing 
signal light system" that school bus 
drivers use to alert motorists of 
pending actions: 

• Yellow flashing lights indicate that 
the bus is preparing to stop to load 
or unload children. Motorists should 
slow down and prepare to stop their 
vehicles. 

• Red flashing lights and extended 
stop arms indicate that the bus has 
stopped, and that children are 
getting on or off. Motorists must 
stop their cars and wait until the red 
lights stop flashing, the extended 
stop sign is withdrawn, and the bus 
begins moving before they can start 
driving again. 

 
 

DIEGO IN BRNA! 
 BRNA's Citizen Patrol plus a few other area patrollers came out to 
help HyVee with their event for JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes 

Research Fund).  Diego was their biggest draw for children along 
with pony rides.  BRNA's President couldn't stop talking with 
Diego and even tried to ride the pony!  I hope it was a big success 
for HyVee and JDRF.  It's not too late, you can still help if you 
missed the event at HyVee, please call (800) 533-CURE (2873) or 
send your donation to:  
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation International 
26 Broadway, 14th Floor  
New York, NY 10004  

JDRF is an accredited 501(c)(3) nonprofit agency; all donations 
(including membership donations) are tax deductible. A receipt will 
be provided via e-mail. Additionally, donations of $250 or more 
will receive a letter of acknowledgment. 
Rebecca,   

BRNA Founder 
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MORE  INFORMATION 

The Friends of the Omaha Public 

Library Book Sale  
Friday, September 10, 2010  = 10 to 8   
Saturday, September 11, 2010 = 10 to 5:30  
Sunday, September 12, 2010 = 12 noon to 5  
 
The Friends of the Omaha Public Library 
quarterly book sale will be held at Swanson 
Library, 90th & West Dodge.  It will run Friday, 
September 10, 10 am to 8 pm, Saturday, 
September 11, 10 am to 5:30 pm, and Sunday, 
September 12, 12 noon to 5 pm.  A Preview Sale 
for the members of the Friends will be held 
Thursday, September 9, 6 pm to 8:30 pm.  Come 
to the sale Thursday and become a member at the 
door for only $15.00.  
This is a great time to shop for your fall and 
winter reads -- every type of book is for sale. 
There is a wide variety of gently used books 
located in the conference rooms at prices as low 
as 25 cents.  There are many many nearly new 
and gently used children’s books.    Come to the 
sale and get ready to read during the long fall and 
winter days.     
Proceeds from the FOPL book sale provide 
additional revenue for programming and 
materials for the library.  You not only get great 
books at great prices; you are also supporting 
YOUR Omaha Public Library.  
For additional information, contact:  
Polly Goecke, 402/493-8550  
 

 
School Days 

The whole purpose of 
education is to turn 

mirrors into windows.  
 ~Sydney J. Harris 

 

FRAUD  ALERTS 
You may be receiving fraudulent email 
messages from COX about discontinuing 
your account.  You can forward the email 
to thisisspam@cox.net if you wish.   But delete these 

emails.  Do not even open them.  

 
Cox will never email you personally about your account.  
This rule usually applies to most other businesses. 
Here are some DON’Ts; 

• DON'T give your password to anyone. Passwords are 
intended to protect your computer and your files. It's like 
giving the key to your house away!        

• DON'T answer messages that make you feel 
uncomfortable because they seem improper, indecent, or 
threatening. 

• DON'T give any personal information, such as your 
family's address, phone number, credit card or calling card 
numbers, or your picture to anyone on a computer network 
that you don't  personally know.          

 
  

SOME  TIPS  FOR AVOIDING  IDENTITY  

THEFT:    
-  Don't carry a checkbook. Pay by cash or credit card. 
    
-  Don't carry your Social Security card with you or use your  
Social Security number as your driver's license number.   
  
-  If you're a victim of identity theft, get a police report from 
your local police department, ask each of the three credit 
bureaus to place a fraud alert on your credit report, and fill 
out affidavits of fraud with each company that issued credit 
in your name. Keep these documents forever.   
 
From Clark Howard 
 

BRNA wants to compliment the Parks and Recreation for 
doing a beautiful job keeping our park so beautiful this year.  
They trimmed and edged around the monument and around 

the whole park.   They did a great job. 

Thank You! 
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BRNA’s   “This and That”   Caboose 

 TATER  TOT  TACO  SALAD  

2 cups frozen miniature tater tots 

1/2 pound ground beef 

2 tablespoons taco seasoning 

1/2 cup shredded Cheddar cheese 

1/4 cup sliced ripe or stuffed olives 

1 cup shredded lettuce 

2 tablespoons taco sauce 

1/4 cup sour cream 

 
 Bake Tater Tots according to package 

directions. Meanwhile, in a large skillet, 
cook beef over medium heat until no longer 
pink; drain. Stir in taco seasoning. Divide 
Tater Tots between two serving plates or 
bowls. Top with taco mixture, cheese, 
olives, lettuce, taco sauce and sour cream. 

 

 

KIDS SAY THE DARNEST THINGS 
• The future of "I give" is "I take." 

• The parts of speech are lungs and air. 

• The inhabitants of Moscow are called 
Mosquitoes. 

• A census taker is a man who goes from 
house to house increasing the population. 

• Water is composed of two gins. Oxygin 
and hydrogin. Oxygin is pure gin. 

• Hydrogin is gin and water. 

• (Define H2O and CO2.) H2O is hot water and CO2 is cold 
water. 

• The general direction of the Alps is straight up. 

• Most of the houses in France are made of plaster of Paris. 

• The people who followed the Lord were called the 12 
opossums. 

• The spinal column is a long bunch of bones. The head sits 
on the top and you sit on the bottom. 

• We do not raise silk worms in the United States, because 
we get our silk from rayon. He is a larger worm and gives 
more silk. 

• One of the main causes of dust is janitors. 

• One by-product of raising cattle is calves. 

• To prevent head colds, use an agonizer to spray into the 
nose until it drips into the throat. 

• The four seasons are salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar. 

• The climate is hottest next to the Creator. 

• The word trousers is an uncommon noun because it is 
singular at the top and plural at the bottom. 

• Syntax is all the money collected at the church from 
sinners. 

• The blood circulates through the body by flowing down 
one leg and up the other. 

• In spring, the salmon swim upstream to spoon. 

• Iron was discovered because someone smelt it. 

• A person should take a bath once in the summer, not so 
often in the winter. 

 

 

"But now in September the garden has cooled, and with it my possessiveness.  
The sun warms my back instead of beating on my head ... The harvest has 

dwindled, and I have grown apart from the intense midsummer relationship that 
brought it on."    -  Robert Finch 

 

Teacher: Why are you late, Joseph?  

Joseph: Because of a sign down the 
road.  

Teacher: What does a sign have to do 
with your being late?  

Joseph: The sign said, "School Ahead, 
Go Slow!" 
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BRNA   BUSINESSES  &  SUPPORTERS 

Greta Ritchie CPCU, Agent 
5050 L St. 
Omaha, NE 68117-1329 
Bus. 402-731-5050 
www.gretaritchie.com 
Greta.ritchie.mo50@statefarm.com 
State Farm  Providing Insurance and Financial Services    Home Office, 
Bloomington, Illinois 61710  Se habla español 

HY  VEE 

36th & L Street 

 

- a helpful smile in every aisle. 

PITSTOP 
DIAGNOSTIC & AUTO REPAIR 

4005 S. 42ND Street 

Omaha, NE 68107 

Tim Parys                                  734-3232 

50th and L Family Dentistry 
John Parra D.D.S. 
  

5011 L Street 
Omaha, NE 68117 

731-5423 

Carpenter Paper Company 
 
4436 Dahlman Ave. 
Omaha, NE 68107 
Local: 402-731-2222 
Toll Free: 877-608-8693 
Fax 402-731-2156 

 
4920 South 30 St. 
Omaha, NE 68107 

402-734-4110 
www.oneworldomaha.org 

One World is your home for primary 
medical, dental & behavioral 

 health services.   
   

We accept patients without 
insurance, those with Medicare,   

Medicaid and most private 
insurances. 

   

Call (402) 734-4110 for an 

appointment. 
 

SENATOR  HEATH  MELLO  
Nebraska Legislature    District 5 

State Capitol PO Box 94604 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4604 
(402) 471-2710 
 
3004 South 40th Street # 11 
Omaha, NE 68105 

hmello@leg.ne.gov 

 

 
Ad space available. 

 
Call 502-2013  

or email brna@cox.net 

Ricardo Castro 
Realtor 

402-319-0093 

Fax: 402-614-3404 

4018  L  Street – Omaha, NE 68107 
INCA BUSINESS PLAZA 
housesbyrichi@gmail.com 

         www.deebrealestate.com 

COMPLETE LAWN CARE A TO Z – TREE 
TRIMMING AND  REMOVAL – 

LANDSCAPING – ROCK AND TIEWALL 
WORK – WEEDLOT MOWING – GRADING – 
SODDING – CONCRETE REMOVAL – SNOW 

REMOVAL 

KURZ & SON LAWN & LANDSCAPING 
COMMERCIAL – RESIDENTIAL 

(402) 731- 0669 
(402) 660-3698 CELL 

AL KURZ  

Businesses:  Be a BRNA Supporter! 

Neighbors:  Support BRNA Businesses! 

 
 See all BRNA Supporters and Members on 

the next page. 

ATTN:  Businesses or Organizations:  

 Newsletter Advertising 
Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement 

to say.   Advertisements are $10.00 per month (or $100.00 per year) 
for business card size ad.     Larger ads are also available - $20 per 
month for quarter-page, $40 per month for half-page and $60 per 
month for full page ads.   Special yearly rates can be offered for 

these also.   Call 502-2013 or email brna@cox.net 
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BRNA  CALENDAR 

Sept. 14 Meeting at St. Stan’s   6:30 p.m. 

Sept. 18 BRNA Family Day at Pulaski Park.    1 to 3 p.m.       More information later. 

Oct. 12 Meeting at St. Stan’s   6:30 p.m. 

Nov. 9 Meeting at St. Stan’s   6:30 p.m. 
 

SPECIAL   NOTES 

Happy  Birthday to 

all members born in  

September! 
 

SEX  OFFENDER  
Delgadillo, Quirino  
DOB: 09-01-1956 
Registration Duration: Lifetime 
Race: W 
Sex: M 
Height: 5'05" 
Weight: 250  
Hair: BLK 
Eyes: BRO 
2314 1/2 N St Apt 4 – Omaha 

Sex Crime Conviction(s) 
Crime: Sexual Assault of a Child 3rd Degree F3A  
Conviction Date: 03-02-2010 
Place of Crime: NB  
Victim of Crime: Minor 

 
 

 

Thank You BRNA Business who have helped 

kick off the new BRNA's Citizen Patrol! 
Darling Internat'l 
Design 4 
GRH Electronics 
Omni  

One World 
Sec. Nat'l Bank 
Team Sales Farm Supply 
W. Morehouse Trucklines 

There is still a great need. Any other business 

that wishes to help keep our area safe, you may 

help by sending a check to: 
BRNA 

PO Box 7126 
Omaha, NE  68107 

BRNA Business Members & Supporters 
AA Collision 
BNSF Railroad 
Citizens for Gernandt  
Design 4 Inc. 
GRH Electronics  
G.Richie, State Farm 
Hillside Bar 
HyVee on L St. 
J & M Hauschild House LLC 
Kurtzuba Kareoke  
Larry Konwinski Hauling  
Lovgren  Advert.  
Nebraska Beef 

One World Health 
Quality Refrigeration S. 
Parra Family Dental 
Petersens Power Products 
Pitstop 
Tasman Omaha LLC 
Team Sales Farm Supplies 
St. Stanislaus Church 
Senator Heath Mello 
Security National Bank 
W.N. Morehouse Trucking 
Univar 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

If interested in joining - Call:  

Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan at 402-502-2013 

rbpatlan@cox.net 

 

Ask your Doctor, Dentist, Realtor (Etc.) to 

advertise in the BRNA Express! 
If you have a story or a poem or just a great picture 

(old or new), please let us know!   Please limit stories to 

fewer than 300 words. 

Contact Rebecca at 502-2013 

or email brna@cox.net or rbpatlan@cox.net 

Deadline on the 15th of each month 

 



 9

  BRNA    INFORMATION 
Important  Numbers 

Mayor’s Hotline 444-5555 
Councilman Gernandt 444-5522 
Odors, Potholes, Snow Removal  444-4919 
OPPD Street Lights Out 1-800-554-6773  
MUD 554-7777 
Graffiti & Gang Tip 444-5992 
  

Omaha Email Hotline:   hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us 

Councilman Gernandt:  ggernandt@ci.omaha.ne.us 
 

CONTACT   BRNA:    
President Virgil Patlan’s Email:  virgilpatlan@cox.net 

General Email:  brna@cox.com 
BRNA Beautification Email:  donandbarb@cox.net 

BRNA Officers 
President – Virgil Patlan  502-2013  
Vice President – Paul Schaefer  734-7227 
Treasurer – Keith Roragen  734-4366 
Secretary – Diane Luna  991-9117 
 

Board Member – Sue Bednarz  731-8374 
Board Member – Barb O’Connor  932-9404 
Board Member – Mary Ann Anderson 734-5734 
BRNA Founder – Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013 

BRNA Committees: 
Beautification – Barb and Don O’Connor  932-9404 
Newsletter Editor & Speakers Coordinator – 
                                 Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013  
Website & Newsletter Designer/Writer –  
                                 Theresa Bidrowski  731-1592  

 

 

 Burlington Road Burlington Road Burlington Road Burlington Road  

Neighborhood AssociationNeighborhood AssociationNeighborhood AssociationNeighborhood Association    

Membership ApplicationMembership ApplicationMembership ApplicationMembership Application    
 Membership year runs January thru to December. 

Mail to: 

 BRNA 

P.O. Box 7126 

Omaha, NE 68107 

Make checks payable to “BRNA”. 

 
$12 Per Person  (Per Calendar Year)           Number of  People: ____________   X  $12 =   $________________ 
 
$25 Businesses / Organizations  (Per Calendar Year)  $_______________  
 

Name(s): 

Address: 

City and zip: 

Phone # Fax # 

Email: 

 

(Please check.)                    Renewal:                                       New member:    

 
 

ATTN:  Businesses or Organizations  - Advertisements 
Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.   

Advertisements are $10.00 per month (or $100.00 per year) for business card-size ad. 
Larger ads are also available - $20 per month for quarter-page, $40 per month for half-page and $60 per month 

for full page ads.   Special yearly rates can be offered for these also. 

Mail (See above) or Email (brna@cox.net) ad request with Subject line “BRNA Ad”. 
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Next  Meeting: 

September 14th  

6:30 p.m. at St. Stan’s 

Bring a neighbor! 

 
BRNA Family Day at Pulaski Park  -  

Saturday, Sept.18th      12 - 3 p.m. 

Web site:    www.brnaomaha.com 
President Virgil Patlan’s Email:  virgilpatlan@cox.net 

General Email:    brna@cox.net 
BRNA Beautification Email:   donandbarb@cox.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


