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Summer is Here! 
Summer has arrived and the members of BRNA have 
been very busy keeping our neighborhood clean and 
safe. BRNA citizen patrol has been hitting the street. 
BRNA members put in full day loading dumpsters 
and selling bake goods all for the glory of BRNA.  As 
your President I am truly grateful for the hard work 
you all put in to make BRNA a great success. Thank-
you! 
  
July 4th will soon be here so I hope you are making 
plans to enjoy that day with your family. Don't forget 
to thank GOD for the blessings we enjoy, because we 
live in this great land called America. 
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Virgil J. Patlan Sr. 
BRNA President 
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Rain, Rain go away come back some other day...did not 
work!  I must have said that with about 10 prayers every 
hour the day before.  Well, the board cancelled and WE 
WILL  come back for another day.  I just hope it don't rain 
then, too!  With the contractors and OPPD working like 
dogs to get our park ready, we sat sadly when we had to 
call it off.  Although it looked like a fine Saturday (all day), 
the ground was too mushy to step on.  Especially for the 
heavy trucks that would bring our rides into the park.  We 
did not want the trucks to dig down and leave tracks for the 
City to fix.  Then the electricity and wetness, DO NOT 
mix.  We were in the park for 10 minutes and our tennis 
shoes were soaked.  I didn't think parents would bring the 
kids out to get wet.   In the end, I think we made a good 
choice to cancel.  We are looking at a BACK TO SCHOOL 
FAMILY DAY, the board will pick a date at 
our next meeting.  Keep your eyes open for the 
new date and make sure you pass it on. 
Thank you all for the understanding! 
Rebecca  

Next meeting:�
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July’s Speaker will be from the  

Omaha Royals  
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BRNA held its fourth DUMPSTER DAY on Saturday, June 
13th.   The weather was cool and dry – which made it a perfect 
day for the workers.  Thank you to all the hard workers and to 
all who donated goodies for the bake sale! 

SPECIAL  THANKS  
Thank you to Jenny for all her time and artistic talent in 

stenciling the dozen hazard cones for BRNA. 
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BRNA AUGUST OUTING!  
Tuesday P.M. - Aug 11, 2008  
Lauritzen Garden Concert and 
Picnic – $8.00 for Admission, 

Tram Tour and Musical Concert! 
  

*BRING YOUR OWN SACK LUNCH, 
DRINK, CHAIR OR BLANKET* 

 
Call Rebecca to Sign Up..."First 40 people"  

402-502-2013 
rbpatlan@cox.net 

 
This is a special value!   Three special treats for only $8 
– admission, tram ride and concert!   (Admission to the 
garden is usually $7.   The wonderful guided tram ride is 
an additional $3 which takes you all around the garden 
and up to Kenefick Park over the interstate.)  Call 
Rebecca soon to reserve your place. 
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Members, July 14th meeting we will be discussing the bi-laws 
and possibly amending and adding a few.  One of the possible 
changes for BRNA is the south and east boundary may 
change.  BRNA's current boundary is half of what the US 
Census Bureau calls Tract 31.  The portion of tract 31, that is 
south of L St is currently not included in the BRNA area at 
this time.  It contains 508 persons  as well as 215 total 
housing units (206 occupied and 9 vacant). Of the 206 that 
were occupied, 169 were owned and 37 rented. These stats 
are a part of the 2000 Census.  As I write 80% of the grants 
for our area, it would be nice to give a true reading of our 
stats for our grantors.  We also have current members that live 
south of L and have asked to change the boundaries so they 
are included in the BRNA area, too.  There are a few other 
reasons, to consider this incorporation but not enough space 
to write it all out.  So please come, listen and be a part of this 
discussion and vote. 
  
See ya on July 14th! 
Rebecca 
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This is an invitation to all residents to sell their home garden 
produce at the first South Omaha Farmer's Market sponsored 
by the OneWorld Community Health Center.  This is to help 
promote good health and diet in our community. 
  
DATE: Every Saturday beginning June 13th 
until August 28th 
  
TIMES: 8:00 a.m. to Noon 
  
VENUE:  North parking lot of 
the Livestock Exchange Building  
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THANK YOU! to City of Omaha Parks Department Mike Jeanneret 
and crew, Dennis Byers City of Omaha Planner, OPPD's Steven 
Sauer  and crews, Dennis Clark and Crew, David's Electric.  These 
people and departments made it happen by coming to the aid and 
rescue for the BRNA Family Day function.  They all worked hard and 
to their limits to provide service to Pulaski Park with integrity and a 
smile! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! 
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150 REASONS, WHY WE NEED A BRNA 
CITIZEN PATROL  
 "South Omaha, Nebraska" crime alert which spans 
from 05/09/2009 to 06/08/2009. (Only BRNA Area) 
BREAKING & ENTERING (8) 
ROBBERY (4) 
THEFT (27) 
THEFT OF VEHICLE (17) 
OTHER (3) 
ASSAULT (24) 
THEFT FROM VEHICLE (25) 
PROACTIVE POLICING (1) 
PROPERTY CRIME (41) 
To see the full crime alert  go to CrimeReports.com 
 Visit www.crimereports.com to view crime maps, 
send feedback, etc.  

Join the team!  New classes starting soon, 
call Rebecca to become a BRNA Patrol 

person. (502-2013) 
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 NEW   NEWS 

Now that we have ELECTRICITY  in Pulaski Park, the community 
can use it.  The board has okayed a one day-charge for members 

$20.00 and  $25.00 for non-members. This will help pay the monthly 
bill and also go towards more park improvements.  A Permit and 
Release form will need to be filled out.  Contact Rebecca at 502-
2013/ rbpatlan@cox.net or Diane at 991-9117 to schedule your 

event.  Requester must give a ONE WEEK ADVANCE NOTICE to 
use BRNA Electricity  in the park. 
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Burlington Road Neighborhood 
Association Members,  
 
The First Session of the 101st Legislature 
recently adjourned Sine Die. Over the last 
five months, a number of important 

legislative bills have been passed by your Nebraska 
Legislature. I would like to give you a quick update on a 
few:  
*LB 16 – I co-sponsored Senator Tom White's Taxpayer 
Transparency Act, which requires the state to develop a 
website that provides data on the state budget, public 
contracts, and tax incentives. This will allow Nebraskans to 
easily see how their tax dollars are spent and will encourage 
transparency and efficiency in our state government.  
*LB 63 – This wide-sweeping crime bill modernizes 
penalties on those who have committed certain criminal 
activities, including gang and graffiti-related crimes. A co-
sponsor of this important legislation, I worked with Senator 
Ashford to find seed funding for the Office of Violence 
Prevention, which will provide community funding for anti-
violence and crime prevention programs.  
*LB 97 – I supported LB 97, a bill designed to update 
penalties on sex offenders. This legislation strengthens 
penalties on those convicted of sex crimes and requires 
additional information to be listed on the sex offender 
registry, including drivers license numbers, email addresses, 
instant messaging screen names, and other internet 
communication identifiers. As the use of the internet and 
social networking sites have become more commonplace, 
this legislation is necessary to keep our children safe online. 
*LB 603 – I was pleased to work with a small group of 
Senators to develop a compromise on the issues brought to 
light by the Safe Haven situation last year. LB 603 provides 
additional funding for children’s mental health services and 
increases the access for health insurance for Nebraska’s 
most vulnerable children. While LB 603 offers more 
services to those families battling the behavioral health 
bureaucracy in our state, I firmly believe this is only a first 
step in helping families who are placed in these difficult 
situations. I will continue to work with my colleagues and 
community members to find solutions to the problems 
brought to light last year.  
      While this has been a difficult session due to the unique 
budget circumstances, I believe these key pieces of 
legislation are just a few of the new laws that will help make 
South Omaha and Bellevue safer and stronger. I appreciate 
hearing from you; please feel free to contact me with your 
thoughts on these or any of the issues facing our state.  
Working for you,  
Senator Heath Mello 
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BY ROSEANN MORING�
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER  
Published Monday    June 1, 2009 
A group of Omahans collecting money on a street corner in south 
Omaha raised about $1,100 Sunday for the family of a 3-year-old 
South Sioux City, Neb., girl who was raped and killed. 
  
Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan held a KFC bucket for about six hours at 
the corner of 24th and N Streets for the family of Evelyn Verdugo 
Paniagua. The child had been found dead by her family the morning 
of May 23. Melecio Camacho-De Jesus, 29, has been arrested and 
charged with first-degree murder, first-degree sexual assault and 
burglary. Barrientos-Patlan called the collection effort, which drew 
10 volunteers, "awesome." 
 
"Some (people) only had change and they would apologize," she 
said. "I said, 'hey, you know, it all adds up.'" 
  
And the group got the community involved: KFC donated its buckets 
and some money and First National Bank offered bags so that money 
wouldn't blow away. The bank also opened its doors for volunteers 
to use the bathroom. 
 
Barrientos-Patlan said they will take all the money to Evelyn's 
family later this week . 
 
Barrientos-Patlan recently founded a nonprofit group called A Hand 
to Hold with Diane Luna and Melissa Harris to help families of 
missing and murdered children. Harris is the mother of 12-year-old 
Amber Harris, who was murdered in 2005. 
 
A memorial fund has been set up for Evelyn at Dakota County State 
Bank in South Sioux City. 
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ABC Roofing 
BNSF Railroad  
Carpenter Paper 
Design 4 
Hy-Vee 
Lovgren Group  
Morehouse Trucking 

Quality Meats 
Parra Family Dentistry 
State Farm 
Security National Bank  
Tasman 
Union Pacific RR 
Univar 
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With lots of new construction in and around BRNA, I jumped on the phone and called the Highway District 2 Engineer, Mr. 
Weander.  After 15 minutes of Q and A’s, here’s the scoop.   
Q:  What’s happening with I-80 west from Iowa?  A:  We are starting with 5 new lanes from Iowa to Nebraska, when we hit 
Nebraska we will drop 2 lanes and continue with 3 more new lanes to 60th on West bound traffic.  They are working with 
Lauritzen Gardens with patterning and landscape on a 3 story high tiered wall”.   I said “Great, we want it to be a nice 
entrance for our East I-80 Corridor through Nebraska.”  
Q:  What about a Loop around Omaha like many larger cities?  A:  They are doing a study, but reality is around 40 to 60 years 
away.  They must look at what’s feasible and needed and if funding is available.  They possibly may look at it being a Toll 
Ring for travelers.  (Those that use it, pay for it)  Denver has a partial toll ring.  (This will save the taxpayer’s!) 
Q:  What about plans for closing 42nd Street on/off ramps in the future?  A:  “When you look at that area, again capacity is 
going to over load this area.  In 5 years or so west and north bound traffic will be overloaded.  Where will they put addition 
lanes especially from traffic coming from Iowa?  There will be no gaps to get over, space to weave over or safe distance to get 
on or off.  We have to look at where neighborhood people in the area are going and for what?  Are they going to work?  If so, 
they may utilize the streets instead of the interstate system, if it’s only less than 4 miles or so to get there.  They need to ask 
themselves, what is the best route to get there?”   
Q:  What about the Kennedy Freeway?  A:  Depending on funding in the next 10 to 20 years, L to Q will have a frontage road 
with on/off ramps.   
“Also, the Stockyards Bridge on L, because it is Hwy 275 we will be working on a new bridge in 2011-12.  It will be finished 
in two years, working under traffic. 
Q:  What’s happening on the South O Bridge?  A:  A four lane structure will be started in the fall around September.  The 
bridge will close then, to remove the last 300 ft. and tie it to the intersection and connect it to the new bridge from Iowa.  It 
should be finished by 2010.  Then Fall of 2010, The Old South Omaha Bridge will be blown down.  �   Four lanes, two each 
way and a pedestrian walkway will take its place.”  I asked if the pedestrian bridge will be lit.  He said, “He tried to get the 
bottom of the South Omaha bridge lit, before the North (The Bob Kerry Bridge) was built, the Core of Engineers and The 
Fish & Game Wildlife said, “NO”, because light may confuse the migrating fish and birds.  But, then someone with the city 
called the Core and Fish to ask them to change their minds for the North Kerry Bridge to be lit up and low and behold, it was 
granted.  I said, “Well, call again; if they did it for the North area they should do it South!  He didn’t think they would. (I 
wonder if the fish and birds will be confused seeing two lit bridges over the Missouri instead of one, Hummm smart animals, 
God made!)  
He also added, “Sometime in the future, everyone is going to have to look at capacity” he said, “It is ridiculous to keep adding 
more and more lanes.  We must look at utilizing and reverting back to the city street system or public transportation system in 
Omaha”.  (Hum, street- cars?) 
 
Your eye in the hood, 
Rebecca 
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NEW OMAHA ORDINANCES OCTOBER 2008  
Omaha has just passed new laws which are toughening up some of the rules for pet ownership. There are three basic 
ordinances that will apply to every dog owner in Omaha and in the 3 mile perimeter just outside the city limits.  One deals 
with tying dogs outside.  
Tying dogs outside (Anti-tethering)  Dogs can no longer be tied up alone outside for more than 15 
minutes. However if there is an adult (19 years or older) outside with the dog, he can be tied up as long as 
the adult is with him.  The dog also needs to be on a long enough tie-out that he can move freely (5 times 
his body length) and weighs just 1/8 of his bodyweight (no big tow chains). Trolley systems or swivel 
tethers are fine. If you have a securely fenced yard or fenced run for your dog it is ok to leave him 
outdoors without human supervision for extended periods of time. Enforcement of this ordinance begins 
October 15, 2008. 
More on the final two ordinances next month. 
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       Project of Merit Award 
       This year’s winner is an organization that has been helping people in South Omaha for 25 years.  Their primary focus has been on the 
particular needs of the poor in South Omaha.  Its Emergency Shelter houses as many as 20-25 children and their mothers at any one time 
as well as up to 40 single men and 20 single women. Meals are served seven days a week to those staying and it is staffed 24 hours a day 
including the overnight hours when volunteers are typically in charge. 
       They also operate a state-licensed substance abuse treatment center.  They call their program the HERO program, which stands for 
Health, Empowerment, Responsibility, and Opportunity.  It is an affordable alternative made available to a wide variety of men and 
women. This in not just a 28 day recovery program, clients have the opportunity to remain in the program for as long as necessary while 
regaining employment, re-establishing family relationships and preparing themselves for lifetimes of sobriety and drug-free success. 
        Finally, they provide independent housing opportunities for persons that have successfully completed a drug and alcohol treatment 
program.  The dwellings consist of seven scattered site homes that enable single parent families to experience independent living and get 
back on their feet. The program also has eight efficiency apartments for single men and women. The program was designed as part of the 
continuum of care for the homeless population. 
       Emergency Shelter, Drug Treatment and Transitional housing.  They do it all and I am proud to announce that the Stephens Center is 
this year’s SONA’s Project of Merit Award Winner for 2009.   Del Bomberger the executive Director  will accept the award.  
      Volunteer of the Year  
      Antoinette “Toni” Wasikowski never intended to become a community activist.  It happened out of 
necessity back in the 1970’s.  When Toni learned that her entire neighborhood of residential homes was all 
zoned by the city as Heavy Industrial, she had to take action. She informed area residents and organized them 
into the H & L Action Committee to work for change. It was one of the city’s earliest neighborhood 
organizations. Her dedication and leadership got the city to change the zoning for the entire neighborhood to 
residential. Toni learned that you can fight city hall and win.   
       Not wanting to be caught off guard again, Toni took the initiative to join, a just forming group, called the 
South Omaha Environmental Task Force, SOETF.  Toni quickly saw that the group was made up largely of 
industry men who had a very different agenda than protecting her neighborhood.  She worked well with these 
men without compromising her concerns, she earned their trust enough to be elected the groups Chairwoman.  
She was reelected to this position every year for15 years. During that time she also served as the group 
secretary, keeping minutes and records.  Her efforts kept the group focused on environmental concerns in the community.  She has 
remained an active member of the SOETF for over 30 years.  Her leadership helped to minimize manure spills on streets, odors. chemical 
leaks, rodent infestations, sewer back-ups, traffic congestion and industrial intrusion. 
        Always willing to stand up for her community, Toni has worked regularly with city, county, state and federal officials.  She never 
avoided speaking up for what was right.  When a chemical company opened a hazardous waste site in the neighborhood, she helped 
organize Neighbors Against Toxic Substances or NATS.  The group did education through town hall meetings and fundraising dinners to 
cover expenses. (A $1,000 of that money was later donated to SONA.)    With Toni’s persistence and leadership, the group eventually 
prevailed and the site was removed. 
       Toni has been an active member of her church all of her life. She volunteered with the parish council and school, conducted fund 
raising events, visitations and meal service.  Her faith and family have motivated Toni to remain active and living in her neighborhood 
when others have moved out or given up.  For years she also volunteered at the Disabled American Veterans chapter in South Omaha. 
       Toni got involved in organizing SONAR, which became SONA.  She realized the value of uniting the South Omaha neighborhood 
organizations to speak with one voice.  She has remained a loyal dedicated attendee/volunteer for SONA since its founding.  Toni has been 
a tireless champion for people’s rights.   She always follows through on tasks so you know to count on her.  Don Preister has called Toni 
the Godmother of South Omaha activism and an inspiration to us all.    For her lifelong dedication to improving the quality of life in South 
Omaha, SONA is proud to recognize Toni Wasikowski for her Outstanding Volunteer Efforts. 
SONA Member of the Year 
       With much pleasure, I announce that our SONA member of the year is District 4 City Council Representative Garry Gernandt.  
Councilman Gernandt has for the past year, and for many years, gone above-and-beyond the call of duty for South Omahans – he is like a 
good “Mayor of South Omaha”.  From Stadiums to Spring Cleanups, he has served well beyond the level of a typical representative.  
Garry truly is the “People’s Councilman”!  He is always there when he is needed, and quick to assist.  He is a great model for how to 
connect citizens to government, and has been extremely helpful to SONA in this way.  Mr. Gernandt has contributed countless work-hours 
with our neighborhoods.  Through these unyielding efforts, a multitude of great things have been accomplished.  Some of the recent things 
are: OCCP & Citizen Patrols; Large Grants & Fundraising programs; CWS Parking; Security Cameras; Graffiti Abatement; Physical 
Development projects – and SO MUCH MORE.  It would be impossible to create a full list of Garry’s community achievements.  We 
simply & proudly honor our friend and great leader, Councilman Garry Gernandt. 
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Residents Receive Solution for Neighborhood Graffiti  

 
You and your neighbors will benefit from a new solution provided to eliminate neighborhood graffiti, thanks to the support of 
the Neighborhood Center. The Neighborhood Center is providing free security cameras for graffiti victims who successfully 

fill out the attached application. These cameras are given on a first come first serve basis. 
If you are interested, fill out the application below.  If you have questions please contact Jessica Regan at 402-599-9486 or 

email her at jaregan@unomaha.edu. 
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115 South 49th Ave 
Omaha, NE 68132 

402-561-7582 
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Don Preister opened the meeting at 7:38 AM by welcoming and thanking everyone for attending and participating.  He 
restated the SOETF purpose: to identify area environmental problems, then implement corrective solutions to them in a spirit 
of voluntary cooperation with business, residents, and government. 

Michael Arends – City of Omaha Public Works Jim Matthews – XL 4 Star Beef Angelo Fili – Greater Omaha Packing 
Sue Bednarz – BRNA/SONA Mike Musgrave – Darling International Mike Getty – City Prosecutors Office 
Angel Besta – Greater Omaha Packing Dorothy Patach – SOBA  Harry Homan – Darling International 
Duane Brooks – SONA  Don Preister – SOETF Chairman Mary Ann Krzemien – Spring Lake NA 
Doug Clark – Douglas Cty Health Dept. Fred Thole – City of Omaha Public Works Butch Lecuona – Omaha Mayor’s Office 
Philip Eason – Darling International Al Asherin – American Labs Inc Lacey Merica – Administrative Aide, LD 5 
Garry Gernandt – Omaha City Council Myron Bell – Nebraska State Patrol Pat O’Hanlon – One World Comm. Health Ctr 
Robert Hensley – XL 4 Star Beef Chester Black – Omaha Air Quality Virgil Patlan - BRNA 
Mike Johnson – Nebraska State Patrol Tim Burns – Omaha Air Quality Ken Smollen – Greenbrier Rail Services 
Chad Kuzel – Darling International Matt Costanzo – American Labs, Inc James Timmerman – Nebraska Beef 

      City Prosecutors Office:  Mike Getty reported that during 2008, 61 people were prosecuted for graffiti. Only 12 of these 
were over the age of 18. Last week a 17 year old was caught who had tagged 7 businesses on 24th Street. They are working 
with Nicole Goley for graffiti cases involving juveniles. The new graffiti van will be operating this spring and will double 
their ability to clean graffiti. He also passed out a list of graffiti websites and contacts. Dorothy Patach asked how guardians 
respond when their children are caught creating graffiti. Mike  said it varies: some are upset, but some are ambivalent and 
don’t see any problems with what the children are doing.  Don thanked Mike for attending and bringing this information. 
      Omaha Public Works:  Fred Thole said there seems to be more compliance this year as only 4 complaints have been 
received this spring.  They should be hiring a driver for the second graffiti van in the next few weeks. They are looking at 
having one of the vans focus on graffiti in South Omaha because of the higher levels there. He reported that on average, it 
costs $125-150 to clean up each site of graffiti.  Fred also reported that street sweeping has started. They bought two new 
brooms, and this winter used less sand, which reduces the amount of sweeping needed and is better for the environment. 
Dorothy asked when the South Omaha business district will be swept.  Garry Gernandt advised that southeast Omaha is 
scheduled to be swept in late April. Fred advised they plan on sweeping the area twice a week.  
      Don reported that about half of the manure spills seem to occur at 33rd & L, which corresponds to the increase in the grade 
of the street there. He asked the packing houses to keep reminding truckers to use JFK to L St and L to JFK as truck routes to 
and from the packing houses. SOBA, the City of Omaha, and the Chamber of Commerce are working together to improve the 
image of South Omaha. Everyone’s efforts to reduce manure and odors help contribute to that. This summer, there will be 
historical tours of South Omaha during the noon hour.  
      Truck Compliance: Sgt. Mike Johnson reported that they are still doing selective enforcement each month. Trooper 
Myron Bell is still based in South Omaha. Usually, between 0-3 tickets are written during each selective enforcement. Don 
added in that the focus is on prevention but without compliance checks, it’s easy to get complacent and let things start going 
backwards again. Garry asked about the possibility of working with OPD about the no truck parking zone. Sgt. Johnson said 
they have written tickets in that area since the last meeting. Trooper Bell added that if the trucks do have business in the area, 
they can’t ticket them. Don thanked both of them for their efforts and asked them to pass the thanks on to their command.  
       Air Quality Issues: James Timmerman, Nebraska Beef, said they have not had many issues since the last meeting. On 
Sundays and Wednesdays, they clean the area around 36th & L and their properties. They took down their fence that was 
getting tagged frequently. They are taking steps and using their contingency plan to keep trucks from backing up on L Street. 
Trooper Bell shared that some drivers get an attitude about being stopped and then intentionally open their traps once they get 
onto the business’s property. James advised that if drivers spill on their property, a find is deducted from their check. If 
someone sees a driver spilling on property, they should call 1-800-544-5210, and report the driver’s name and unit # to JR.  
      Sue Bednarz reported that H&L received a community grant to build an immigration garden in recognition of the packing 
house and stockyards workers. If anyone knows of businesses that might donate or give discounts for plants, please contact 
her.  
       Angel Besta,  Greater Omaha Packing, reported that they have not had many problems. They send out letters to their 
truckers between April and August to remind them of the proper route. If anyone sees problems, please call them at 731-1700.  
       Michael Arends reported that the Missouri River treatment plant received 9 complaints last year. 5 were related to the 
treatment plant, and 4 were not plant related. There have not been any complaints so far in 2009. He also stated that the first 
part of the sewer separation in South Omaha will separate the wastes from the packing houses and industries from the other 
waste in the system. This will lead to better odor control and water control.  
       Mike Musgrave, Darling International, reported that the Dahlman Ave. facility had received 3 “inquiries” about odor in 
Continued on next page. 
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 the last 60 days. They investigated and repaired an air scrubber that was not working properly. The OC-300 fogger was 
brought online this week since we’re experiencing warmer weather. He noted that the plant was shut down during 2 of the 
calls. Their processing volume is down, so they are closing down earlier in the day. 
        Jim Mathews, XL Four Star Beef, has been the new Plant Engineer since December 15th. Their Scrubber system is up 
and running, and they have received 2 complaints since then. They are moving their storage of rendering chemicals into the 
rendering department, which should reduce odor problems. They will send out a letter about the truck route to their drivers, 
and recently put up a sign about fines for spilling like Nebraska Beef and Greater Omaha Packing have.  
       Matt Costanzo,  American Laboratories, reported that they have had no upset conditions. They have done processing 
equipment upgrades over the last 6 months which has helped. When a complaint is received, all production supervisors are 
required to check their areas and report back. The graffiti on their retaining wall was removed and hasn’t been hit again. They 
will start their “trapping season” again soon.  
        Chester Black, Omaha Air Quality, brought an odor report and PM-10 report (containing the 4 highest readings for each 
quarter, and yearly average of all reading) that was distributed to the group before the meeting. All of the sites with PM-10 
monitors are consistently under the 50 per day average reading except the 46th & Farnam location. He reported that they use to 
receive about 400 odor complains a year, with most of them from South Omaha. Now, they receive far less.  They are going 
to add the weather conditions to the odor reports because a lot of the time the weather intensifies odors that are already there. 
They will be doing odor patrols in South Omaha, probably using college students with hand-held meters. They are also 
working with the EPA on ozone issues and setting up a monitoring system. 
        Ken Smollen reported that Rail Car Nebraska is now Greenbrier Rail Services. They still repair rail cars using welding, 
blasting, and painting. They added a bag house and changed their blasting process to reduce dust. Ken use to live in South 
Omaha and has since moved to west Omaha, but said South Omaha has improved greatly. He would appreciate more police 
patrols in their area to watch the rail cars because it is hard to tell if someone has tagged the cars since they frequently come in 
already tagged.  Don advised that people in the area are concerned about the old wheels and parts and weeds/trees on their 
property. Ken said that they sprayed the property for weeds two weeks ago, so if there were areas missed, to contact him at 
731-5660. He said they have the wheels, steel pieces, and semi trailers on their property line to try to deter people from 
entering the property since they are not allowed to put up a fence. Don recommended looking into planting pine trees along 
their property line to break up the steel and improve the area.  
        OPPD Substation Upgrades: Don reported that OPPD will be removing the old substation building and planting trees 
along Gomez Ave after the building if demolished. He has the plans if anyone would like to see them.  
        Garry Gernandt reported that SONA members, the Neighborhood Center and students from UNO have been doing 
graffiti white-outs, which will be continuing. He thanked the city and the Neighborhood Center for providing supplies for 
these clean-ups. The second graffiti van should be up and running by May 1. He also had decoy cameras if anyone would like 
to try to use them as a graffiti deterrent. Don thanked Garry for his continued attendance at SOETF and his service to South 
Omaha.  
        Virgil Patlan reported that he is working on the issue of the trailers parked on the corner of 30th St, L St, and Dahlman 
Ave. There are lots of trailers parked in front of the building, but very few parked in back. He is working with Garry and the 
city to find a solution to this problem. Many trucks park there over the weekend and end up getting tagged with graffiti. They 
are looking for a solution and plan to work with the property owners to get the trailers off of the corner during the weekend.  
        Pat O’Hanlon, One World Community Health Center, passed out flyers for a park clean up event they are hosting at 
McKinley Park on April 25th. They are the main health care provider in South Omaha and are trying to get more involved in 
the community. 
        Duane Brooks, SONA, gave information about the Tree of Life. It will be a 35ft steel tree on 24th & L with pendants 
representing the cultures that have built South Omaha over the last 150 years. This is a project SONA is working with the city 
and Omaha by design on. It is a $150,000 project, and so far $40,000 has been raised. They are also selling bricks that will go 
around the bottom of the tree. They are $100 for individuals and $500 for corporations. They would greatly appreciate any 
donations. 

The South Omaha Environmental Task Force, SOETF, seeks to identify area environmental problems, and then implement 
corrective solutions to them in a spirit of voluntary cooperation with business, residents and government.  The four meetings 
each year are open to all interested people.  They are held in the meeting room of the new MCC/Omaha Library at 28th and Q 
Streets.  The start time is 7:30 am for all of the 2009 meetings.   Next meetings are on August 13th and October 8th.   

 
Area residents are especially welcome and encouraged to attend!  It is very informative. 

Anyone who has questions can contact the Chairman, 
Don Preister at  donaldpg@msn.com    or  call: 733-6660   
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Greta Ritchie CPCU, Agent 
5050 L St.  
Omaha, NE 68117-1329  
Bus. 402-731-5050  
www.gretaritchie.com 
Greta.ritchie.mo50@statefarm.com  
State Farm  Providing Insurance and Financial Services    Home Office, 
Bloomington, Illinois 61710  Se habla español 
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50th and L Family Dentistry 
John Parra D.D.S. 
  
5011 L Street 
Omaha, NE 68117 
731-5423 
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4436 Dahlman Ave. 
Omaha, NE 68107 
Local: 402-731-2222 
Toll Free: 877-608-8693 
Fax 402-731-2156 

 
4920 South 30 St. 
Omaha, NE 68107 

402-734-4110 
www.oneworldomaha.org 

One World is your home for primary 
medical, dental & behavioral 

 health services.   
   

We accept patients without 
insurance, those with Medicare,   

Medicaid and most private 
insurances. 

   

Call (402) 734-4110 for an 
appointment. 

 

SENATOR  HEATH  MELLO  
Nebraska Legislature    District 5 
State Capitol PO Box 94604 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4604 
(402) 471-2710 
 
3004 South 40th Street # 11 
Omaha, NE 68105 

hmello@leg.ne.gov 
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4002 Hamilton St.   *  Omaha, NE 

 

����7�$+�"�
Kevin & Tony Bolter, Owners 

(402) 554-0459 
Fax (402) 554-0451 

BRNA Business Members & Supporters  
BNSF Railroad 
Councilman G. Gernandt 
Design 4 Inc. 
GRH Electronics  
G.Richie, State Farm 
HyVee on L St. 
Nebraska Beef  
One World Health  

Quality Refrigeration S. 
Parra Family Dental 
Tasman 
St. Stanislaus Church 
Senator Heath Mello 
Security National Bank 
W.N. Morehouse Trucking 
Univar 

�

COMPLETE LAWN CARE A TO Z  – TREE 
TRIMMING AND  REMOVAL – LANDSCAPING 
– ROCK AND TIEWALL WORK – WEEDLOT 

MOWING – GRADING – SODDING – 
CONCRETE REMOVAL – SNOW REMOVAL  
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<��2
5�7+�.�

COMMERCIAL – RESIDENTIAL 
(402) 731- 0669 

(402) 660-3698 CELL 
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ATTN:  Businesses or Organizations :  
 Newsletter Advertising 

Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement 
to say.   Advertisements are $10.00 per month (or $100.00 per year) 
for business card size ad.     Larger ads are also available - $20 per 
month for quarter-page, $40 per month for half-page and $60 per 
month for full page ads.   Special yearly rates can be offered for 

these also.   Call 502-2013 or email brna@cox.net 
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�������� Tuesday – Meeting at St. Stan’s 6:30 p.m.    Omaha Royals - Speaker 

�������� Lauritzen Gardens/Concert OUTING   9��������
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���
��
 �:  


�����@� Tuesday – Meeting at St. Stan’s 6:30 p.m.    Judge Crinkovich - Speaker 

'6������ Tuesday – Meeting at St. Stan’s 6:30 p.m.    Omaha Post Office/Rodger Humphy - Speaker  

��C����� Tuesday – Meeting at St. Stan’s 6:30 p.m.    Surprise! 
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The City of Omaha is offering free home inspections for lead hazards (“risk 
assessments”) for single-family residences.  The following conditions apply to 
this free service: 

·  Risk assessments must be conducted for the property owner 
·  Risk assessments may be conducted for a renter if the property owner 

provides an approval letter to the City 
·  Risk assessments may not be conducted as part of a real estate 

transaction 
·  The assessed value of the single-family residence must be $200,000 

or less, according to the Douglas County Assessor. 
·  All information collected during risk assessments will be recorded by 

the City.  
·  The property owner is responsible for correcting lead hazards 

identified during the risk assessment.  Property owners may be 
eligible for assistance in correcting lead-risk hazards. 

·  If the property is subsequently put up for sale or rent, all potential 
purchasers or renters must be informed of all lead-risk hazards at the 
property. 

Lead is a highly toxic metal that may cause a range of health problems, 
especially in young children.  When lead is absorbed into the body (lead 
poisoning) it may cause damage to the brain and other vital organs, the 
nervous system, and blood.  Lead poisoning may also cause behavioral 
problems, learning disabilities, seizures, and death.   
 
Please call the City of Omaha at 444-4248 for more information about the 
program or to schedule a risk assessment.  For more information about lead 
risks, please visit our website for more information.  
http://leadinfo.ci.omaha.ne.us/welcome 
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"A delicious and easy appetizer. The 
balsamic vinegar gives it a little bite.  Dried 
basil can be substituted but it is best with 
fresh." 
INGREDIENTS: 
 6 roma (plum) tomatoes, chopped 
1/2 cup sun-dried tomatoes, packed in oil 
3 cloves minced garlic 
1/4 cup olive oil 
2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar 
1/4 cup fresh basil, stems removed 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper 
1 French baguette 
2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese 
DIRECTIONS: 
1 Preheat the oven on broiler setting. 

2 In a large bowl, combine the roma 
tomatoes, sun-dried tomatoes, garlic, olive 
oil, vinegar, basil, salt, and pepper. Allow 
the mixture to sit for 10 minutes. 

3 Cut the baguette into 3/4-inch slices. On a 
baking sheet, arrange the baguette slices 
in a single layer. Broil for 1 to 2 minutes, 
until slightly brown. 

4 Divide the tomato mixture evenly over the 
baguette slices. Top the slices with 
mozzarella cheese. 

5 Broil for 5 minutes, or until the cheese is 
melted. 

 

 
 

 

Kid's Wisdom 
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Mayor’s Hotline 444-5555 
Councilman Gernandt 444-5522 
Odors, Potholes, Snow Removal  444-4919 
OPPD Street Lights Out 1-800-554-6773  
MUD 554-7777 
Graffiti & Gang Tip 444-5992 
  
Omaha Email Hotline:   hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us  
Councilman Gernandt:  ggernandt@ci.omaha.ne.us  

 
��������������	���������������	���������������	���������������	�    

President Virgil Patlan’s Email:  virgilpatlan@cox.net 
General Email:  brna@cox.com 

BRNA Beautification Email:  donandbarb@cox.net 

%&���'""�6�#� �
President – Virgil Patlan  502-2013  
Vice President – Mark Fields 733-9337 
Treasurer – Mary Ann Anderson 734-5734 
Secretary – Diane Luna 714-1386 
 
Board Member – Barb O’Connor  932-9404 
Board Member – Keith Roragen  734-4366 
Board Member – Sue Bednarz  731-8374 
Founder – Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013 
 
%&���5���������� �
Newsletter Editor & Speakers Coordinator – 
                                 Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013  
Beautification – Barb and Don O’Connor  932-9404 
Website & Newsletter Designer/Writer –  
                                 Theresa Bidrowski  731-1592  
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 Membership year runs January thru to December. 

Mail to: 
 %&��  

7�'��%�F�A�!��
'��	����)��@��A  

Make checks payable to BRNA. 

 
$12 Per Person  (Per Calendar Year)           Number of  People: ____________   X  $12 =   $________________ 
 
$25 Businesses / Organizations  (Per Calendar Year)  $_______________  
 

Name(s):�

Address:�

Phone #� Fax #�

Email: 
�
(Please check.) ������������������� Renewal:��������������������������������������� New member:    
�
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Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.   

Advertisements are $10.00 per month (or $100.00 per year) for business card-size ad. 
Larger ads are also available - $20 per month for quarter-page, $40 per month for half-page and $60 per month 

for full page ads.   Special yearly rates can be offered for these also. 
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Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, July 14th     

Speaker from the Omaha Royals 
6:30 p.m. at St. Stan’s 

Come & join!!! 
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Web site:    www.brnaomaha.com  
President Virgil Patlan’s Email:  virgilpatlan@cox.net 

General Email:    brna@cox.net 
BRNA Beautification Email:   donandbarb@cox.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


