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This past week my husband and |
met with Nebraska’'s Senator Ben
Nelson to discuss a few issues. As |
shared news about BRNA, the subject
came up on neighbors. America,
Omaha and the BRNA area are a
melting pot, holding many different
ethnic groups. One not better then
another, but all human beings.

We all grew up in families hearing
some kind of prgjudice. Back in that
era, everyone heard jokes about the
Jewish, Polish, Japanese or other
nationalities.  Comments were just
accepted and laughed along with. With
every new immigrant moving in, a new
joke would pop up.

In these days, it is not accepted and
there are laws that protect everyone.
The Senator summed it up, “Everyone
has the freedom to think and have your
prejudices but you have no rights when
it comes on acting them out”.

In these times, in our little corner
of the world, we hear so much about
THE MEXICANS. They take our jobs,
they don't care about their yards, they
play loud music, etc. We sometimes
forget that they are immigrants who
need to learn the laws, the speech, and
the ways of the American life. All of
our grandparents or great-grandparents
had to learn these things.

My hope in writing this article is
just for you to check yourself on
kindness and patience. So, next time
you see someone outside your doors,
don’t look at his skin. Look at them as
your neighbor. For God created usall

and remember the old Osmond song,
“One bad apple doesn’t spoil the whole
bunch.” One way we can change
these pregudices around us is one
person at atime. When we are around
someone who's telling a racial joke,
speak up and say “I don't appreciate
hearing things that tear people down.”
or simply walk away. They may laugh
at you but | bet they will never try to
tell that kind joke in front of you again.

Let's al try to teach the American
way of life. In order to have good
neighbors, you must be a good
neighbor.

Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan
BRNA President

M eeting on September 6"
6:30 p.m.
St. Stanislaus Hall
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(More information on Page 3.)

On Tuesday, August 9", BRNA added
a number of new neighborhood signs
around the area.  Three of the signs
were very special. They were
dedicated to Shane Kielion, a young
Mariner who died last year in Irag.
Shane's boyhood home is on 33
Street.

BRNA decided to mount the three
signs at specid locations. One is by
Pulaski Park where Shane played. One
isnear hishome on 33, Thethirdisat
L Street near Dahiman Avenue. Flags
will be hung above each of these three
special signs soon.

All local TV channels covered the
ceremony which was held by the L
Street sign. Shane's parents were there
aong with Senator Preister, a Marine
delegation and a number of family and
friends. Pictures of the event can be
found at our web site.
http://members.cox.net/brna



The South Omaha Environmental
Task Force held its quarterly meeting
on August 11™. It was held at the
Metro Community Collage. Senator
Don Preister heads this important
community assembly of
representatives from area businesses,
city, law enforcement and local
citizens. SOETF tries to work with
the businesses in the area to correct
any problems.

Mike Arends from the River
Treatment  Plant, reported 29
complaints since the last meeting.
The city is buying two odor systems
for the scrubbers. They will be
installed soon. Mike's phone number
IS 444-391-5203.

Greater Omaha Packing reported no
complaints. Toni Waskowski, a
BRNA member, reported that the day
after the last meeting she went
shopping at HyVee and had a very
hard time getting out of the parking
area due to the line up of cattle trucks
across the east entrance. She said that
cars were lined up north to 33rd along
L Street. She caled the plant and
asked the girl to send someone out
there immediately to clear up the
traffic problem.

Nebraska Beef Plant reported two
weeks of monitoring the streets. He
also spoke on the water main break
problem. James Timmerman of
Nebraska Beef also meets quarterly
with neighbors to address their
concerns.

Al Tegtmeier, from the Swift Plant,
reported one complaint.

Discussion about street manure being
a problem along the area streets near
plants was brought up. It aways
should be cleaned up immediately.
Councilman Gary Gernandt said to

cal his office if you fee you are not
getting any results using the 444-4919
number.

Captain Tom Schwarten, from the State
Patrol, gave a list of the surprise
inspections done on trucks checking traps
and door seals. Officers Tom Schwarten
and Mike Johnson had reported that one of
their compliance checks in the area
included 108 inspections with 371
violations and $6600 in fines issued. The
inspections will continue over the summer
at select times within the city. A handout
with a map is given to truckers explaining
the correct routes to take and hopefully
minimize the areas of Omaha affected by
incidental spillsfrom cattle trucks.

Other reports were given about the landfill
and the condition of area streets.

Senator Don aso reported on the
Burlington Road Neighborhood
Association’'s TV coverage on the water
break and on the signs going up in memory
of Shane Kielion.

If you would like to find out more about
the Task Force, come to BRNA’s next
meeting. Several BRNA members have
been a part of it for years and can give you
more information.

Troopers explaining codes to drivers.

Our aea has a number of
environmental problems. If you
ever notice a problem, cal the 24
hour hotline: 444-4919.

Problems could include anything
that effects the environment such as
smells, noise, truck spills, eyesores,
etc. This past quarter, atota of 40
complaint calls were made. These
calls do matter! So keep calling.

Gary Gernandt spotted a trucker this
past month spilling manure on the
street. He stopped him and called
the police. The trucker was cited.
We dl can dso do our parts. We
don’'t need to stop the trucks, but we
can get a license plate number or
note the business and time of day we

spot a code violation. Call
immediately to document the
problems.

Senator Preister said he was also
getting concerned about the dump
located on north end of Dahlman
Avenue near the interstate. (Red
Building) Violations and illegal
dumping have been cited there in
the past. Improvements were made,
but now it may be sold to a new
owner. Further monitoring must be
done.

Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan spoke
about the vagrant issue on 24"
Street at the August meeting. She
stated that perhaps stopping the sale
of single-can liquor may help.
BRNA, aong with other
associations, should ban together
and officially participate by writing
letters to the businesses and officials
in hopes of sopping the sale.
Buster Brown for the city is
checking into the code regulations.

Gail Sheehy



Russell Smith, director of the School
of Public Administration a UNO,
spoke at our August 2nd meeting. He
explaned the new experimental
Neighborhood Scan Project. He
helped set up the Scan for a couple of
areas including the Joslyn Castle area.

He stated that Omaha
Neighborhood Scan
(ONS) uses technology
to assist neighborhood
residents in monitoring
and documenting local
conditions. Area
volunteers are trained
to recognize city code violations,
housing conditions; infrastructure and
environmental conditions, and park
maintenance needs. They then canvas
their neighborhoods recording their
findings using automated forms
displayed on Pocket PCs. The
information is then compiled and
letters are sent out to all residents of
thearea. Most lettersinform residents
of the scan. Those in violation are
given a description of any problem
areas on their property.

Each neighborhood association or
group can decide what is to be done
with violations. Some choose to give a
30 or 60 day time frame to clear up
any problems before reporting it to the
city. Other associations do not report
the problems, but seek other ways to

help the home or business owner.
Each association can determine what
procedures they wish to follow.

BRNA members voiced some
concerns at the August meeting. One
member noted that some home owners
may not have the monetary means to
repair violations. Others stress the fact
that most do have the money and can
fix up their locations, but don’'t and
that if we want our area to improve,
we must make some kind of attempt.
There may be homeowners who just
don't know about codes or how to
keep their property looking nice. Most
members seemed to favor not
reporting violations to the city unless it
was an extreme case.

Discussion about what could be done
with the scan results led into using
BRNA'’s new idea of “Neighbors in
Need” program.

The Scan’s purpose is to help improve
a neighborhood and to keep it from
deteriorating. It would bring
awareness to al residents that we care
about our area and want to improveit.

No decision about the use of the Scan
has been made and further discussion
may be brought up at meetings in the
future.

Neighborhood Scan’s web siteis:
http://neighborhoodscan.unom
aha.edu/about.htm
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(Rain date on September 24™)
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It will be opened to everyone! People
can bring and sell used items and/or
crafts. We will do the promotion
and advertising! It will be a great
chance to earn extra money!

The cost will be $25 per space. Again,
we do the advertising and you keep all
profit! Y ou can bring your own chairs
and tables. Anyone wishing to just
donate items for sde to BRNA, let us
know! We pick up! We will also be
selling refreshments!

There is a print-out form and more
information on our web site.
http://members.cox.net/brn
a
Y ou can also contact us
by email at:
brna_mail@yahoo.com
or by phone at
502-2013

Mention BRNA, get 50% off all clothing!
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BRNA Area Representative

Phone: 402-614-6447
Cell: 402-960-7494
Email: cavon@cox.net

New customers will receive 15% off your 1* order!
Call or email!

| will deliver a book!
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BRNA is starting a program (NIN)
to help people in our areawho lack
financial means to improve their outer property. BRNA is still in
the process of setting up guidelines and restrictions to this
program.

In the meantime, Julie Chandler has a garage in need of repair.
She intended to repair it when she was able, but unfortunately the
city has cited it as a code violation and Julie is faced with a hefty
fineif she does not repair it by acertain day. Mark Field, BRNA’s
board member, asked if BRNA could help. He arranged for
volunteer workers from the Car penter Local Union 44 to assist in
the repair.  Roofing shingles were donated by Mike Szynskie
Improvements. Also, help with siding materials came from Steve
at the Bellevue Menards. We would like to thank these generous
people from our heartsl BRNA is now asking anyone if they could
help donate supplies, money or labor to help with the repair.
Channel 42's reporter, Calvert Collins and cameraman, Jihad
Wayde, came out to Julie's house on Sunday, August 7" for an
interview. Channel 42 had a short segment on their news show
Monday evening. Pictures of the interview are on our web site.
(http://members.cox.net/brna)

Therepairsare scheduled for Saturday,
September 10" starting at 8 A.M.
Come, join usand pitch in!

Areyou interested in receiving the Burlington Road
Neighborhood Association’s monthly newsletter in
your email inbox instead of by snail mail?

Let usknow. Send anemail to

and we will forward
the newsletter to you each month.

Y ou can also read the newd etter on line
at our web site:

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS:

For our area’s
“Environmental Problems” such
as factory odors & noise, factory
waste on streets, potholes, etc.

Call the 24 Hour Hotline:

444-4919
Mayor’s Hotline......................... 444-5555
OPPD Street Light Out.............. 554-6773
GangTip (LPOA)........cccevvennnn. 504-1493
Graffiti.........cooveii 444-5992
Tall Grass (18" plus).......cccccceu..e. 444-5910
BEFORE YOU DIG...........ccuvveeeee. 344-3565

Email address to send a pothole complaint:
pothole@ci.omaha.ne.us

UndertheSink (Hazardous Material Disposal Site)
4001 So. 120th - Call for Appointment: 444-7465

BRNA'’sAll purpose

Gas Station & Auto Repair
4005 South 42" Street
934-1128
M echanic Shop
734-3232
Car Wash and Convenient Store

First Class — Second Hand Store
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50% of any one item %&!
with this ad!
$ % %"% .. |/

2223 Franklin Bellevue, NE 68005
Bellevue “old towne”
(402) 292-2174




Mary Bojanski
BRNA'’s Beautification Committee Chair
| was born in Omaha on Sept 2™, 1965, to my parents Leonard Sr. and Patricia. |
have two brothers and three sisters. (I am the 5™ out of 6) | have five nieces and
one nephew. | also have three great nephews and four great nieces. My
grandparents on both sides came from Poland. | have lived in South Omaha
amost all my life. | am a happy homeowner just blocks away from my brother,
aunts, uncles and cousins. Even my mom and step dad live only a couple of
miles from me. My father passed away a couple of years ago.

| graduated from Omaha South High in 1984. | played basketball, ran cross-
country and did the shot put and disc in track. | furthered my education at
University of Nebraska at Omaha where | have a bachelor’s degree. For three
years (85-88) | managed UNO’s Women's Basketball Team and worked in the
athletic department. | loved every minute. | then worked for 911 for seven years.
| left there and went to work for Union Pacific as a Train Dispatcher a couple of
yearsago. It'savery chalengingjob that | enjoy.

As an adult, | have enjoyed playing softball for a few top teamsin Omaha. | had
the pleasure of traveling and meeting many new and interesting people. | had to
retire from softball due to shoulder surgery. | love anything to do with the
outdoors friends and family. And | am also a big Husker fan. (Go Big Red!) |
also enjoy animals. | have a cat, GrayBo,
and three Cocker Spaniels, Jake, Cody and
Shadow.

| joined BRNA because | was interested in
my neighborhood and my community as a
whole. | want to help my neighborhood and
community stay safe and make it a better
placetolive. | am also on the beautification
committee because along with making the
neighborhood a better place to live, | would
like to make it a more beautiful place to
live. With the help of our neighbors and
friends we can accomplish this and more.

“Bridging the Generations’ conference
will be presented at Westroads Mall on
Oct. 8 from 8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m.
There will be products, services,
speakers and other helpful resources
for those involved in the care of an
older adult. Admissionisfree.

ENOA'’s (Easter Nebraska Office of
Aging) mission to help keep elderly
area residents independent and in their
homes by providing a host of in-home
services. Funding comes from federa,
state and county sources. Help at home
is available to al people in the BRNA
area regardless of income. Thereis no
charge for services, but donations are
accepted as recipients are able to make
them. Here are some services offered:

- Home-delivered meals

- Medical equipment

- Installation services for safety
devices

- Personal needs services

- Homemaker services

For information and referra for

services, call ENOA in Omaha at 444-
6444. Also cal if you would like to
volunteer your time. Volunteer aslittle
or as much as you wish, weekly or
monthly.

o . . . STATE FAEH
Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service

IHEURAHCE

1-888-5 OPT OUT
If youee tired of al those credit card offers that come in the
mail, there®always been an option to “opt out” of receiving
them! You can cal the above number or go to
www.optoutprescreen.com.

Tony Holliday
Agent
5050 “L” Street, Omaha, NE 68117
(402) 731-6017 Fax (402) 731-2409

Likea good neig_jhbor. State Farmisthere.

Opting out will not effect your credit rating or in applying
for a credit card. You will have to give your name and
socia security number.  The reason behind the option of
opting out is to prevent identity theft. Make sure to shred
all unwanted applications for credit cards.




John Nabity, Roz Riley and Perry Shappell from Metro Tech
attended BRNA’s August meeting. They have volunteered to draw
up amaster plan for Pulaski Park. 1f BRNA were ever to be given
grants for improvement at the park, the city requires a master plan
before any changes can be made to the park.

»

Many of the large trees have been taken down and a number on the
North side are sickly and some have been marked for removal.

BRNA is sengitive to the area’ s neighbors and their concerns. While many small
enhancements can be done to the park, any major changes would not be done until
an open meeting was held for the entire area so all can give their point of view.

REMEMBER:
Let us know if you have spent any time maintaining the park or if you know of
someone else who has. BRNA has officialy adopted Pulaski Park. We need to
maintain the park throughout the year. A report needs to be given to the city
detailing the efforts put into Pulaski’s upkeep. Picking up litter during a walk

around the park or pulling afew weeds helps in the maintenance!

Contact Mary Bojanski at 733-6263 or at BRI_\LASbeauty@aol.com

Perry Shappell, Roz Riley and John Nabity

o e

BRNA hopes to acquire a 5013
tax exempt status in the future. By
getting this status, BRNA can apply for
more grants. Many businesses and
grant givers require this status. A
lawyer will be needed and there is a
cost associated with the process.
Monies from grants can help many
aspects of our community. Efforts are
being may toward this goal.

Enquiries have been made to
find out who owns the land aong
Burlington Avenue on BRNA's eastern
boundaries. It would make an
excellent mini-park for our area. It has
long been an eye-sore with weeds
growing wild. The city does cut the
weeds once or twice a year only after
complains have been called in.

Purchasing the large BRNA
flag-type signs for major streets in our
area may begin soon. One can find
similar signs in other areas of the city.
Hanscom Park has arow of them along
32™ Street north of our area.  Cost of
the brackets is till being investigated
along with color choices. The signs
themselves would cost about $50 each.
There are afew small metal signsleft if
anyone is interested in purchasing one,
cal Virgil Patlan at 502-2013.

BRNA keeps growing! We are
amost 100 members strong along with
7 business members.  Come to our
next meeting and JOIN!  Numbers can
help us become stronger voice in our
future!

http://members.cox.net/brna

Toall our new members,
WELCOME!
If you are curious about what our
organization has done this past year,
check out our web site. Many of
BRNA’s past NEWSLETTERS are on
the web site. Just click
NEWSLETTERS on the side menu.

Our web site has bloomed with the
area’s flowers! Click on the flower on
BRNA'’s Home Page or go to the Photo
Page link to see pictures of our
wonderful gardens.

Burlington Road Neighborhood
Association’s web site is an excellent
source for news and information
concerning our area and our families.
It is updated regularly, so visit often to
keep up with current news and issues.
It has a calendar page for upcoming
events and a list of future quest
speakers scheduled for our monthly
meetings. Contact usif you would like
to add something to the site.

BRNA'’s email:

brna_mail@yahoo.com

A speed bump application has been
sent in for 36" Street just south of the
interstate bridge.
Monitoring will start soon.



Shane Keilion grew up on 33 Street. This street was a
busy street in the early suburb of the city of South Omaha.

In 1898, a church was being built on 33
Street between J and K by the Baptists.
Construction was hated for some
unknown reason. The church was
offered for sde. In April 1898, the
newly-formed Polish parish of St
Francis Assisi purchased the church and
completed construction. It served as
their church until 1902 when a larger
church was built on 32™ Street.

St. ' rancis Assisi

A two story public school was built in the late 1800’s at the
corner of 33 and J Street.  The school was later sold to the
parish of St. Francis Assis in the early 1900's.  They used
it as their parochia school until 1954 when a new school
was built next to their church on 32™ Street. Former
students of the old school have fond memories. They
remember the grand stairway that lead to the upper floor.
One man remembered how he enjoyed dliding down the
circular fire escapes located on the school’s exterior. The
old school was torn down and homes were built at its
location shortly after its closing.

There was a fire station located at 33 and K Streets for
many years. The building is still there. It was an auto repair
shop for awhile. It is now South Omaha Construction.

Benis Floral Shop was located at H Street for many years.
It became Kind's, which has recently closed.

Severa grocery stores catered to the local people on 33"
Street. Parys Store at 33™ and J stayed open until about the
1970's. It was a favorite candy and ice cream stop for the
children on their way home after school, but was also noted
for its Polish Sausage. The building burned down several

years ago. A duplex was recently constructed at the
location. Other stores were located at K Street. One was
Kudlacz Grocery on the Northwest corner and Zabel’s Fish
Store on the Southeast corner.

A number of bars were located and still exist on 33 Street.
Drift Inn on 33 & | was called Bozo's. Closer to L Street,
there was White Eagle, which burned down. Its location is
now the parking lot for Donahue's. Donahue's was once
called Ban's. Along that section was Charlie's Barber Shop
and finaly, Jake's Bar which served wonderful barbeque

| Help Wanted!

If you, arelative or a neighbor have any memories of
our area from the past, please contact BRNA at
brna_mail @yahoo.com or call 731-1592.

# $ %
Schaefer Painting................ooooi v 734-2772
MamaKelly's........cooviiiii e, 292-2174
Pratt Pest Control...............cooooiiene . 691-2920
All Things Thrift Store..............c.coveennn. 813-3096
Arrow Auto..........ccoiiiiiiiiiin e ... 138-8573
Pit StOP... v 734-3232
Carol Jensen - AVON..........coociveienns 614-6447
& ' # $

St. Stanislaus Church

A

?{y Pest Control Inc.

Michelle Ferrin
Office Manager
13506 B Street Bus. 402-691-2920
Omaha, NE 68144 Fax 402-691-4566

Mention this ad for $5.00 off initial visit!

Paul Schaefer/ Owner
Painting and Staining - Interior and Exterior
Wood Finishing - Deck Cleaning & Treatment
3972 South 36th Ave.
Omaha, NE 68107
402-734-7227 res.
968-8810 cell
schaeferpainting@aol.com
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Next M eeting: First Tuesday — September 6th — St. Stanislaus41¥ andJ  6:30 P.M.

September 6 | St. Stanislaus Hall Meeting at 6:30 — Guest UNIVAR Chemical Plant & Local Environmental Planning Com.
Refreshment Committee = Tammy Nelson and Joe Janousek

October 4 St. Stanidlaus Hall Meeting at 6:30 — Guest State Patrol
Refreshment Committee = Theresa Bidrowski and Rebecca Patlan

November 1 | St. Stanislaus Hall Meeting at 6:30 — Guest SOBA® President, John Barrientos, will speak about South
Omaha's renovation and other changes. (SOBA =South Omaha Business A ssoci ation)
Refreshment Committee =

December 6 | Christmas Party

Check out BRNA's Complete Calendar on the web site: http://members.cox.net/brna
*** Dates and speakers may change due to unforeseen circumstances.* * *




President - Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013
Vice President - Paul Schaefer 734-7227
Treasurer - Joe Janousek 731-6651

Secretary - Benita Perea 733-2332

Board Member - Mark Fields 733-9337

Board Member - Jerri Schaefer 734-7227

BRNA Beautification - Mary Bojanski 733-6263
Business Relations + Paul Schaefer & Joe Janousek (left)
Fund-raiser - Diane Luna 932-5862

PAC (Political Action Committee) - Mark Field 733-9337
Speakers Coordinator- Rebecca Patlan 502-2013

BRNA Signs & Shirts- Virgil Patlan 502-2013

Website and Newsletter - Theresa Bidrowski 731-1592

H & L Interim Board Member + Sue Bednarz 731-8374

Write: Email: Or call Rebecca:
BRNA brna_mail@yahoo.com 502-2013
P.O. Box 7080

Beautification Email:
BRNASbeauty@aol.com

Marbadip I nvitation and Renawal!

Meetings held First Tuesdays each month at 6:30 P.M.
St. Stanislaus School 41 & J
! #
Come meet your neighbors and learn how we can work together to solve problems and improve our areal
Become a stronger voice in our future!
Members, please encourage your neighborsto join us at the next meeting.
Please remember to renew your member ship each year!
Renewing your membership will guarantee that you will receive this newsletter in the coming months!.

Omaha, NE 68107

Mail to:

Joe Janousek, BRNA Treasurer
BRNA

P.O. Box 7080

Omaha, NE 68107

Membership Application

Make checks payable to BRNA

$10 Per Year — Per Person x$10=$

$25 Businesses / Organizations $

Name(s): Phone#

Address City Zip
Fax # Email

ATTN: Businesses or Organizations
You could receive one month of free advertisement for joining BRNA's Membership.
Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.
Advertisements are $5.00 per month (or $50.00 per year) for a business card-size ad. Larger ads are also available.
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Next Meeting: Tuesday, Sept.6th

St. Stanislaus School 32™ & K

6:30 P.M.

Guest Speakerswill befrom
UNIVAR Chemical Plant & Local Environmental Planning
Committee (OFD Capt. Mark Lane)
Refreshments Served

10



